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Ad vertiſement. 


HE following Tract was drawn up at the repeated 

1 requeſt of a few religious friends, who wanted 
ſomething of the kind;to give away; for, though there are 
many excellent books written for that purpoſe, yet ſome 
are by far too long for the labouring claſs of people to find 
time to read them throughout; others are much too ſhort 
to contain the whole ſyſtem o! religion, or to be uſelul to 
the.ftate and caſe of each particular reader; and moſt of 
them in ſome places and expreſſions are above the capaci- 
ties of the poor. Theſe inconveniencies J have endea- 
voured as much as poſſible to guard againſt, as well by ſtu- 
iy ing plainneſs rather than elegance, as by trying to com- 
prize all the eſſential points oi Chriſtianity in as ſmall a 
compaſs as I could; that ſo the reader might not, on the 
ene hand, be left ignorant oi any of thoſe truths which 
concern his everlaſting ſalvation; and on the other, might 
not have his mind burdened and puzzled, nor his time ta- 
ken up by any necdleſs prolixity. I have alſo atiempted 
10 ſuit the piece to the various ſtates of thoſe, into whaſe 
hands it may come, in hopes it may prove a word in ſea- 
ſon to alarm the carcleſs, to undeceive the ſormal and felf- 
righteous, to comfort the feeble-minded, and ro build up 
the more-e{tabliſhed behever in faith, hope and love, and 
in the practice of every good word and work. 

Theſe were the ends I had in view in compiling this 
little book ; and I moſt-heartily pray that they may be an- 
iwered in the ſalvation of every reader: If this ſhould be 
the caſe, yea, if but one ſoul ſhould be the better for it, I 
deſire to give all the praiſe where alone it is due; and to 
: ſay always, Bleſſing, and honour, and glory, and fower, be 
unto him that ſitteth upon the throne, and-unto the Lamb, for 
ever and ever . 


R. H. 


* Rev. V. 12. 
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The Right Knowledge of G O D, and 


of OuRsELVEs, opened in a plain, 
practical and experimental Manner. 


Dear Reader, 


HATEVER your engagements or 

buſineſs may be, you have now an! 
then a leiſure hour, and I hope you will acknow- 
ledge that vou cannot ſpend it better than in 
providing for the good of your ſon], that pre- 
cious and immortal part of yon, which muſt be 
for ever happy or for ever miſerable in another 
world. 

But have vou well conſidered the great im- 
portance of that one word, ETERNIT Y? 
Have you ever thought, that, when millions 
and millions of ages are paſt, ſtill Eternity will 
be but beginning, and that nothing ſeparates 
yon from this awful ſtate but the breath in your 
noſtrils, which ſoon like ſmoke vaniſheth away, 
and we are gone? The world has now been 
made near ſix thouſand years, and a great mul- 
titude of people, which no man can number, 
have lived and died during that (pace; even 
they who lived the longeſt, and appeared to be 
the moſt-healthy, have at length been mowed 
down by the hand of Death; ſo that what is 

1 written 


{ 4) 

written of thoſe very aged perſons who lived 
h-\ore Noah's flood, may certainty be written 
of every one who has lived fince that time to 
the preſent generation, % dred 2/f5 *. And in- 
deed, when we compare time with eternity, 
and conſider that one day is with the Lok D as 
a thouſand years, and a thouſand years as one 
day +, the Jongeſt life is but as a ſpan, and 
fleeth ſwifter than a weaver's thuttle :* Man 
that is born of a woman hath but a ſhort 
time to live, and is full of miſcry: he com- 
eth up and is cut down like a flower; he 
e fleeth as it were a ſhadow, vn never conti- 
*+* nueth in one ſtay; In the midit of life we 
are in death ||.” | 

This being the caſe, every man and woman, 
whether old or young, rich or poor, (for this 
makes no difference in the fight of Gop) unleſs 
they are more brutiſh than the beaſts that pe- 
riſh, will certainly aſk themſelves this great 
queſtion; ** As I am to ſtay fo ſhort a while 
in this world, and may perhaps be cut off, 
** without a moment's warning, am I prepared 
for death, and ready for eternity?” This is 


ſurely the moſt important of all queſtions, it 


ſhould be put with the greateſt plainneſs to the 
ſoul, and anſwered with the utmoſt caution and 
faithfulne(s; for, though we may deceive our- 
iclves, and may deceive others, yet we can 
never 
Gen. v. | 
+ 2 Pet. tt. 8. 
6 Job vii. 6. 
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never deceive that Gor, who/e fy's are 05 4 
flame of fire ; who ſearcheth os heart, triet/: 
the reins, and requrreth truth in the inward parts; 
for, ** to him all hearts are open, all deſires 
oy known, and from him no ſecrets are hid * 


Now therefore, though it be neceſſary that every 


one ſhould work, and do their duty diligently 
in that ſtation where Gop has placed them, yet 
there are few ſo hardened in fin, and © deceived 
by the Devil, but they will confeſs that the 
good of the foul ought to be firſt attenJed to. 

And as we ſhould efteem any perſon void of 
common ſenſe, who ſhou!d- take more pains 
about providing an hahitation, from which he 
muſt be turned out in a few days or hours, than 
one, in which he was ſure to continue as long 
as he lived; ſo that man can never be wiſe in 
Gop's ſight, who, for the ſake of the profits 
and pleaſures of this poor periſhing world, 

which he muſt ſo ſoon leave, neglects his never- 
dying part, his ſoul, and gives himſelf little or 
no trouble in ſeeking an ſiauſe, not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens F. 

Theſe things being conſidered, ſuffer me 
now, dear Reader, to ſhew my ſincere love for 
your ſou], in bringing the former great queſtion 
to your remembrance: and then I will help you. 
to anſwer it from that ſacred word of Gop, the 
Holy Scriptures, by which you and I are to be 


A 3 judged 


„Rey. j. 14. 
+ Collect VIS the Communion 8 Service. 
95 2 Cor. v. 1. 
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judged at the laſt day, and by which we muſt 


ſtand or fal for ever. 

The queſtion I mean, is that which, vou 
have juſt been reading, v/z. As I am to ſtay 
** fo ſhort a while in this world, and may per- 
** haps be cut off, without a moment's warn- 
ing. am | preparcd for death, and ready for 
eternity?“ | 

This tolemn, awful and intereſting inquiry 
being thus made, may the LoRD help you to 
give a right anſwer to it, {© that you may nei- 
ther flatter yourfelf with falſe hopes on the one 
hand, if you are not prepared death, and 
ready lor eternity; nor on the other hand, te- 


luſe che comfort that belongs to you, if you 


are realy now fit to die, and are made meet 10 
he a purtaker of the inheritance of the ſaints in 
lg. 

In oder that you may know which of theſe 
is your caſe, let me earneſtly deſire you to 
con ſider 5 


Fir, What knowledge you have of Gop ? 


Sec-valy, What knowledge you have of your- 
(cif? 


Urder theſe two general heads may be 
ſummed up all that is needful for your ſoul's 


ſalvation; but, as the one of them cannot be 


known to any good and ſaving purpoſe without 
the other, I ſhall put them tgether under each 
article 


+ Col. i. 18. 


ur- 
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article of inquiry; and as neither of them can 
be known without the aſſiſtance of Gop's holy 
Spirit, let me beg you now to lift up your 
heart to him in prayer, and to ſay with David, 
** Lord, give me underſtanding, that I may 
** underſtand thy word: let thy Spirit teach 
** me the wondrous things of thy law, and dv 
thou make me wiſe unto ſalvation.” 

That great father of the church, St. Augaſ- 
tine, was ſo well convinced that the whole of 
religion conſiſted in a right knowledge of Gon 
and of himſelf, that it is recorded of him, that 
he ſpent ſeveral hours in his retirements, uſing 
only theſe words, Lok po, let me know thee, 
let me know myſelf.” This is that true 
cnowledge, to which J moſt-heartily wiſh to 
cad you; and I tell you, for your comfort, 
that however poor, unlearned or 1gnorant you 
may be, yet you may attain this knowledge as 
eaſily, yea much more eaſily, than the greateſt, 
wiſeſt and moſt-learned man in the world; for 
though human learning is very deſirable in an 
humble, ſanEtifi-d ſoul, yet it often fo puffs up 
the heart with pride, that it is a great obſtacle 
or bar to receiving the plain, ſimple truths of 
the Goſpel: ſo that, to uſe the words of pious | 
Biſhop Hall, „There is more need of grace 
than of learning to make a good Chriſtian,” 
And our Lox D himſelf has confirmed this truth 

2yond diſpute, by faving, I thank thee, Fa- 

ther, Lord of heav:n and earth, becanſe thou haſt 

hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and 

haſt revealed them unto babes F. In like —_ 
t. 

+ Matt. xi. 25. | 


„ 


St. Paul tells us, That not many wiſe men after 


the fleſh, not many mighty, not many mble, are 
called. But God hath choſen the fooliſh things of 
the world to confound the wiſe; and God hath 


choſen the weak things of the world, to confound 


the things which are mighty ,, and baſe things of 
the world, and things which are deſpiſed, hath 
God choſen; yea, and things which are net, t9 
bring to nought things that are: that no fleſb 
ſhould glory in his preſence 7. Again, V any 
man among you ſeemeth to be wiſe in th's world, 
let him become a fool, that he may be wiſe: for 
the wiſdom of this world is fooliſhneſs with God F. 
So St. James, Hath not God chaſen the poor of 
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kmg- 
dom which he hath promiſed to them that love 


Vim? J. 


All the learning and philoſophy upon earth 
can never make a ſoul feel the evil, guilt and 
burden of ſin; nor can all the wiſdom, or all 
the knowledge of languages under the ſun, 
ever ſpeak prace to a troubled conſcience, or 
ſhed the love of Gop abroad in a diſtreſſed 
heart. No, the natural man, that is, man in a 
ſtate of nature, uncenverted by divine grace, 
(be he never ſo rich, wiſe and learned) dr/cern- 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God, becauſe 
they are fooliſhneſs unto im; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned : 
but he that is ſpiritual, (be he never ſo poor 

and 

+ 3 Cor. i. 6. 27, de. 

$ 1 Cor, iii. 18, 19. 

James ii. 5. 
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and unlearned) judgeth or diſcerneth all things . 
mention this before I proceed to the heads of 
inquiry, becanſe many people, eſpecially among 
the poor, are top apt to raiſe objections againſt 
their own fouls, and to ſay, that they have no 
learning, and are no ſcholars, and therefore 
they ſuppoſe they cannot know what is neceſſary 
for their ſoul's good. But the ſcripture teaches 
quite otherwiſe, and tel's us, that the way of 
ſalvation is ſo plain to every fincere inquirer, 
that the wayfaring men, though fools, ſhall not err 
therem T. All therefore that is needfu}, is an 
humble, teachable ſpirit, ike that of a little 
f child; for Gop has promiſed concerning his 

people, that they ſball be all taught of him F. 
Ke See this further confirmed by the following „ 


Kr 


* — 
by 


ue ; : 

texts of ſcripture: Jer. xxxi. 34. —FJohn vi. 45. 
h —1 Cor, ii. 10, 13.—1 Tell. iw. 9.—1 CA 
d 11. 20, 27. IS 
ll Now, as all true knowledge, both of Gop 
6 and of ourſelves, muſt be taken from Gop's 
8 own book, the Bible; let me aſk, irſt, What 


80 you know from that book of the ſtate of our 
firſt parents Adam and Eve, when Gop created 


hay them, and placed them in Paradiſe ? 

i Did you ever conſider, that they were made 
aſe after Gop's own image |, that is, pure and p. 
5 right, in righteoutneſs and true holineſs; info- 
3 much that when Gob viewed all the works of 
els F 1 the 
nd 1 Cor. ii. 14, 15. 


+ Ilaiah xxxv. 8. 
F Ifatah liv. 13. 
4 Gen. 1. 27. 


| ( 10 „ 
the ereation, man in particular, he could ſay, 
Behold all was very good F. 


Secondly, Do you know that Adam and Eve 


continued but a. ſhort while in that glorious 
ſtate, in- which they were created, and that by 
tranſgreſſing the command of Gop, and eat- 
ing the forbidden fruit, they brought death, 


both of body and ſoul, death temporal, ſpirit- 


ual and eternal, upon themſelves and upon all 
their poſterity; that is, upon all that ſhould 
come after them; upon the whole world; for- 


aſmuch as they were the common root, the 
heads and parents of all mankind. Thus fn 


entered into the world, and death by in; and ſo, 


ſays the apoſtle 5, death paſſed upon all men, 
for that all have finned, (or, as the margin 


reads it) in whim all have ſinned. The ſame 


apoſtle tells us in the ſame chapter, that by one _ 


man's offence, (that is, by the offence of Adam) 
death reigned; that by the ſame offence, judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation , yea, 
that by one man's diſobedience many were made 
finners. O ſad effect of Adam's fin! man 
has now loft the image and likeneſs of Gop ; 
the holy Spirit has left his ſoul; he is by nature 
a child of wrath , conceived in fin, and ſhapen 
in iniquity . his heart is enmity againſt God: 


his underſtanding, is darkened and blinded , 


his will is perverſe, being continually ſet a- 
| gainſt 
+ Gen. 1. 31. | | 
Rom. v. 12, &c. to the end of the chapter. 
j| Eph. TH 3. 
* Ptalm li. 5. 
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gainſt the wil of his Maker; and his affecti- 
ons ate all turned out of their right courſe, 
inſomuch that he loves what Gop hates, and 
hates what Gop loves. 

Let us now make this a matter of ſerious 


inquiry. 


Do you, dear Reader, know and feel that 
you are a fallen, corrupted creature; that 
there is no (ſpiritual life or health in you; but 
that you were born in fin, and are by nature a 
child of wrath, even as others? I you do not 
know this, you have not taken one ſtep to- 
wards heaven; ſince no man can be in the 
way to a cure, whilſt he is totally ignorant of 
his diſeaſe. But if you know this to be your 
caſe by original or birth-fin F, that is, by the 
fin and corruption which you dcrive from 
Adam, do you alſo know that you are uader 
condemnation for anal fins againſt the Law 
of Gon ; that holy Law which was given by 


God himſelf to Moſes upon Mount Sinai, and 
is called the moral Law, as it enforceth all 


moral duties. This law was written by Gop 


himſelf upon two tables of ſtone 6, and is 


divided into ten heads or commandments; the 


four firſt containing our duty towards Gov, 


the ſix laſt, our duty towards our neighbour. 
Gop requireth that all theſe commandments 
ſhould be obeyed in thought, word and deed: 
and nothing leſs than his "curſe is pronounced 
againſt every ſoul of man that breaketh any 

one 


+ See the Ninth Article of Religion. 
Exod. xxxi. 18.— Deut. x. 3, 4, chap. XxXXn. 15. 16. 
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one of them; for thus it is written, The /out 
that finneth, it ſhall die . The wages of fin 1s 
death . Curſed is every one that continueth not 
in all things that are written in the book of the 
Law to do them. He that keepeth the whole 
* and yet offendeth in one poin!, he 1s guilty of 
all | 


This Law is alſo called the old and firſt Co- 


venant, or Covenant of Forks, to diſtinguiſh 
it from the new and ſecond Covenant. the Co- 


venant of Grace, of which we mall ſpeak 


more fully hereaſter, 

Now then let me again inquire, whether 
you have been made ſenſible that you are a 
tranſgreſſor of this Law, and that you have in- 
curred or brought upon yourſelf the wrath and 
curſe of God by your difobedience? Do -you 
know that the Law is ſpiritual, and that it 
condemns not only ſin in the life, but fin in 
the heart ? O how ſew really know what fin is! 
All mdeed will allow that murder, adultery, 
theft, whoredom, ſabbath breaking, and ſuch 
groſs abominations, are ſins: but none, ex- 
cept thoſe who are taught of Gop, can know 
by experience, that every the leaſt breach of 
the Law is fin! for fin, as ſanh St. John, 7s 
the tranſgreſſion of the Law TT ; conſequently 


every one is a ſinner and a tranſgreſſor 1 in Gop's 
account, 


* Ezek. Xval. 4. 
+ Rom. **. 23. 
8 Gal. ii. 10. 

James ii. 10. 


++ 1 John 11. 4. 
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account, whohas ever broken the Law, yea but for 
once; and as a ſinner he is liable to all the curſes 
and vengeance of him who 1s of purer eyes than 
to behold iniguity, and who will by no means clear 
the guilty *. 

Let us now conſider each Commandment 
of the Law im its utmoſt extent and purity, 
that we may be the more thoroughly convinced 
of the truth of St. Paul's words, By the deeds 


of the Law ball no fleſh be juſtified t. 


The FixzsrT Commandment faith, © Thou 
„ ſhalt have none other Gods but me.” 


By this Commandment the worſhip of the 
true God is moſt ſolemnly enjoined, and every 
thing that is contrary thereto as ſolemnly for- 
bidden. Now the Scriptures every where teach 
us, that the true Gop exiſts in three divine 
perſons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and 
that theſe Three are One. The ſame thing 
our Church teaches in all her offices, particu- 
larly in her farſt Article, in the three firſt peti- 
tions of the Litany, in the Communion-preface 
for Trinity Sunday, and in the Creed of St. 
Athanaſius. This Commandment therefore 
moſt certainly condemns all Arians and Socini- 
ans, who deny the Trinity in Unity, or the 
Divinity of CuR1sT and of the HoLy GHOST. 
But, beſides theſe, all who do not worſhip this 
triune God in ſpuit and in truth, are brought 

| B in 

* Exod. Xxkiv. 9, 

F Rom. iii. 29, Gal. N. 6. 


SF 
in guilty by this command: and yet how few 


ſuch worſhippers are to be found! 'How many 
times have the beſt of us drawn nigh to Gop 
wrth our lips, whilft our -hearts have been rov- 
ing after the world and the things thereof'! 


Surely then if you know yourſelf, you will 


ſincerely join in the words of the Church, 
and ſay, ** Lord have mercy upon me, (for 
having broken this Law) and incline my 
** heart to keep it better for the time tg 
te come,” 


/ 

The SrcoxnD Commandment faith, * Thou 
** ſhalt not make to thyſelf any graven image, 
nor the likeneſs of any thing that is in hea- 
ven above, or in the earth beneath, or in 
the water under the earth. Thou ſhalt 
© not bow down to them, nor worſhip them: 
for 1 the Lorp thy Gop am a jealous Gop, 
and viſit the ſins of the fathers upon the 
children, unto the third and fourth genera- 
tion of them that hate me, and ſhew mercy 
* unto thouſands in them that love me, and 
+ Eeep my commandments,” 


By this Commandment all Idolatry is 
ſtrictly forbidden, and he who is a jealous 
Gcp, and will not bear a rival in our affec- 
tions, requires that our whole hearts ſhould be 
given up and devoted to him. — But though 
you may not abſolutely have kneeled down 
before the ſun, moon, or ſtars, with the poor 
henighted heathens, nor yet have bowed to 

| images 
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1 
images or pictures, with thoſe in the Church 
of Rome, yet have you never ſet up idols in 
your heart, which is the proper ſeat of all 
Idolatry? It is not merely worſhipping: ſtocks 
and ſtones that makes a man an Idolator, 
but whenever we give that place in our af- 
fections to any creature, or. to any thing, 
which is due to Gop alone, then” that crea- 
ture, or that thing, be it what it will; be- 
comes our god, and we become idolators in 
the ſight of him. why ſeeth: not as man ſeeths, 
for man looketh at the outward apperrance, but 
the Lord booketh at the heart *, For this rea- 
ſon the apoſtle expreſsly ſays, that covetou/- 
neſs, (or the love of money). rs. Idolatry T ; 
and (peaking, of gluttonous perſons and drunk- 
ards, he ſays, that zheir belly 15 their God &; 
becauſe the latter beſtow that love upon their 
belltes, and the former upon their golden 
hoards, which they.ought to pay to Gop only: 
and it matters not whether theſe hoards be 
{mall or great, nor indeed whether there he 
any poſſeſſions at all, to conſtitute a perſon 
an Idolator in Gop's ſight; for beſides that 
men often. .idalize that which they poſle(s 


mot, covetouſneſs is the temper df the heart, 


and therefore is as often found among the 


poorer and lower ſort of pcople, as among 


the rich and great, and may even ſubſiſt 
when a man's affairs are all (to uſe a com- 


| N B 2 | mon 
1 Sam. xvi. 7. a dis 3 
{+ Col iü. 5. 1 POT 
8 Phil, ili. 19. J 
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mon expreſſion) at ſixes and ſevens. Unlefs 
therefore you can fay, that every moment 
of your life vou have loved Gop with all 
your heart, and mind, and ſoul, and ſtrength, 
and have never preferred gain, indulgence 
nor any perſon or thing, to his glory, a 
to his ſervice, you certainly are a breaker of 
this Commandment, and have need to join 
in the words of the Church, ** Lorp have 
** mercy upon us, and incline our hearts to 
keep this law.“ 


The Tütxp Commandment faith.“ Thou 
* ſhalt not take the Name ot the Lord 
* thy Gop in vain: for the Lorpd' will not 
hold him guiltleſs that taketh his Name 


in vain,” 


By this Command all irreverent uſe of the 
Name of Gop is forbidden, and all reverence 
thereto is enjoined. But where is the per- 
ſon living who can plead innocence before this 
Law? Were you never in common conver- 
ſation guilty of profane curſing and ſwear- 
ing? or. if you have not been guilty of this, 
yet did you never make uſe of any ſuch 
wicked expreſſions as theſe, O Lonp, O Gon, 
O CarisT, Lord have mercy, Sc. Sc. Ge. 
Nothing is more frequent than this vain pro- 
fanation of the holy Name of Jrznov an, and 
yet how few think of the evil of it? But 
let us remember, that it is the ſame Law- 
giver who faith, Thor ſhalt do no murder, = 

| ſaith, 


bu 


s | C009 4) 
2 faith, Thou ſhalt not take my Name in vain ;. and 


1 that every command of the Law comes with 
4 the like authority. Again: Have you not 
F often taken the Lox D's Name in vain, even in 
your prayers, on your bended knees, and in 
f Gop's own houſe ? which has been the caſe 
every time you have offered up your praiſes 
» and ſupplications to him in a cold, formal, 
WP cuſtomary manner, and have not reverenced 
his great Name in your heart and ſoul : Surely 
then you will ſtill ſce the neceſſity of praying, 
* Lon p have mercy upon us, and incline our 
. ** hearts to keep this law.” 
ie 


The Fouxru Commandment faith, “ Re- 
© member that thou keep holy the Sabbath- 
day. Six days ſhalt thou labour, and do all 
ie that thou haſt to do; but the ſeventh day is 
„ the Sabbath of the Lord thy Gop. In it 
bn thou ſhalt do no manner of work, thou, and 
ity „thy ſon, and thy daughter, thy man-ſervanr, 
T- and thy maid-ſervant, thy cattle, and the 
ay «+ ſtranger that is within thy gates. For in 
28 * ſix days the Lox D made heaven and earth, 

„the ſea, and all that in them is, and reſted 
the ſeventh day: wherefore the Lon p bleſſed 
the ſeventh day, and hallowed it,” 


D, 1 
F. 10 


— Ey this Commandment we are not only for- 
| bidden to profane the Sabbath, but are enjoined 
W - „ . . 

1at to keep it holy: yet this Commandment is ſo 


4 dreadfully deſpiſed, that there is perhaps more 
fin committed on the Sabbath-day, than an 
B 3 all 


— 
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all the days of the week befides. Among the 
notorious breakers of the Sabbath, may be 
r-ckoned all perſons who make Sunday a day 
of worldly buſineſs; of buying and ſelling ; of 
ſattlhing their accounts; and of writing letters 
about their temporal concerns : Likewiſe all 
thoſe who travel journies, without abſolute ne- 
ceſſiiy; and who pay idle, goſſiping viſits on 
that day. The Sabbath is alſo profaned by 
thoſe who wilfully ſtay away from the public 
weiſhip ; and ſtill more ſo hy thoſe who go to 
meet their neighbours at Church, on purpoſe 
to carry on their worldly bufineſs with them, 
either in the houſe of Gop, or as Don as 
they ceme out of it. Alſo by thofſ-, who, 
inſtead ef mcditating and praying over what 
they have heard from the pulpit, go away, 
ond 1evile the miniſters, the truths, and peo- 
ple cf Gp. It is likewiſe profaned by thoſe 
who go to Church perhaps only to fee and 
be ſeen, to ſhew their new cloaths, or to 
dmire other people's perfons cr dreſs: and 
by theſe who ſtay at home on a Sunday, 
Lccauie they think their cloaths are not goc d 
enough to go among the congregation ; all 
which is owing to abeminable pride, and 
tl.ercfore highly diſpleaſing to Gop, who 
dwelleth only in the humble and contrite 
heart. — It is alſo profaned by parents, 
maſters, and miſtreſſes, who give their chil- 
dren or ſervants no gcdly ir{tructions on 
that day, but ſuffer them to make it a day 
of mere worldly diſcourſe, of idle wanderings 

abroad, 
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abroad, and of following their vain pleaſures 
and amuſements 5. | 

Certainly you will now find cauſe enough 
to be humbled for your ſins againſt theſe 
four firſt Commandments of the Law, which 
c« mprize your duty towards Gop; and you 
will fee that our Church had abundant rea- 
ſon to teach her members to uſe that humbling 
petition after each of them, Lon p have 
* mercy upon us, and inclin: our hearts to 
„keep this law.” 


The Fir ru Commandment ſaith, “ Honour 
„thy father and thy mother, that thy days 
„ may be long in the land which the Lox p 
„thy Gop giveth thee.” 


This Commandment enjoins that all due ho- 
nour be pid by cliidren to parents; and for- 
bids all ureverence of behaviour from thoſe 
that are in ſubjection, towards fuch as Provi- 


dence has placed over them Hence children 


not only break this precept of the Law, when 
they ſhew a ſtubburn, diſreſpectſul ſpirit to- 
wards their parents, and refuſe to obey their 


juſt ard Jawtul commands; but all ſervants 


who buhave pertly and ſaucily towards their 
maſters and miſtreſſes, and who do not ſhew 
all gcod fidelity, but are eyc-ſervants, and 
waſteful of what is committed te their charge, 
are offenders againſt this commandment, - [ 


like manner, all ſuch as deſpiſe or refuſe to 
hearken 


© Iſaiah vil, 13. 
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hearken to the reproofs and admonitions of 
their ſpiritual parents, which are the faithful 
miniſters of the Goſpel, are notorious breakers 
of this Commandment. 

And as there is a duty from inferiors to ſu- 
periors, ſo neceſſarily from ſuperiors to inferi- 
ors. Parents are to provide for their children, 
and to bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord“, being always ready to encourage 
every appearance of pietv and religion in their 
young minds. They are to temper their au- 
thoriiy with mildneſs, not provoking their child- 
ren to Wrath — Maſters ought punctually to 
pay the juſt hire and wages of ſervants, and 
even to reward the good and diligent. They 
mult be reaſonable in their commands, and al- 
low their ſeivants proper time to ſerve Go 
both in public and private: They mult alſo ſet 
them a good example in their own lives, and 
daily call them together for family prayer, 
and hearing Gop's word. Inſtead of that, O 
how many ſervants hear nothing from ſome 
maſters and miſtreſſes but ſcolding, curſing 
and ſwearing from day to day, and from year 
to year. Miniſters are alſo to watch over 
the flock committed to their charge; 7 be in- 
ftant in ſeaſon, and out of ſer'1n ;' to reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all inng-ſuffering and doftrine ; 
they muſt be grave, not double-tongued, nor given 
to much wine, nor greedy of filthy lucre & It is a 
diſtinguiſhing ſcripture-character of a true mi- 
niſter 
® Eph. vi. 4. | 
4 2 Tim. iv. 2. 

& 1 Tim, il, 8. 
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niſter of CHRIST, that he is apt to teach ? 
therefore ſuch an one will not content himſelf 
with merely preaching a ſermon or two to his 
flock on a Sunday, but he will labour amon 
them throughout the week, going from ho 
to houſe, giving private exhortations, and in- 
quiring into the ſtate of their ſonls F. In ſhort, 
every faithful miniſter will be of the apoſtle's 
mind ; he will be determined to know nothing a- 
mong his people, but Jeſus Chriſt, and hum cruci- 
fied F. But is this the character of moſt mini- 
ſters? Alas! is it not too plain a cafe that there 
are many in Holy Orders, who determine tn 
know and to talk much more about their tithes 
and their dues, their ground and their cattle, 
their ſports and diverſions, than about Jeſus 
Chriſt, and him crucified? Do not many take the 
fleece, but ſeldom viſit the flock; and perhaps 
hue another to do their work at a low price ? 
So that the complaint of the Prophet of old 
may be too juſtly taken up againſt many mini- 
ſters now-a-days: Wo be to the ſhepherds of 
Iſrael, that dy feed themſelves : Should not the 
ſbe pherds fred the flocks ? Te eat the fat, and ye 
claat you with the woot, but ye feed not the flock. 
T he diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, neither have 

ye 
* 1 Tim. iv, 2. | | 
+ One of the queſtions which the Biſhop puts to every 
Prieſt of the Church of England, before he ordains him, 
is, „ Will you uſe both public and private monitions and 
„ exhortations, as well to the lick as to the whole within 
.« your cures?” To this the Prieſt auſwers, © I will, the 
« Lond being my helper.” Ordination of Prie/ts. 
1 Cor, h. 2. 
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ye healed that which was fick, neither have ye 
hound up that which was broken, neither have ye 
brought again that which--was driven away, nei- 
ther have ve ſought that which was loft; but with 
force and cruelty have ye ruled them. *.. 


The S1x TH Commandment faith, ** Thou 


= — ſhalt do no murder.“ 


By this Command, not only actual murder, 


or taking away the life of another, is forbid- 


den; but likewiſe all anger, hatred, malice, 
and other murderous tempers, And we are 
enjoined to do all in our power to preſerve the 
health and well being of our neighbour's body 
and ſoul.— Our Lord tells us, that murder 
may be committed in the heart, as well as m 
the outward act +; and indeed there is no out- 
ward murder but what is firſt plotted and hatch- 
ed: in the heart; there it is that all thoſe evil 
diſpoſitions dwell, which, if reſtraining grace 
-did'nat prevent it, would often end. in blood- 


ſned and death: hence the Scripture aſſures 


us, that whoſoever hateth his brother is a wur- 
derer F, i; e. is really a murderer in the gh! 


* Ezek. xxxiv. 2, 3, 4, ©c.—It is part of the Biſhop's 
charge to every Miniſter, before he can be admitted to full 
Orders, © to teach and to premoniſh, to feed and to pro- 
vide for the Loxv's family; to ſeek for Cyx15 Tis 


& ſheep that are diſperſed abroad; and for his children who 
are in the midſt of this naughty world, that they may 
« be ſaved thro CHRIST for ever“ Ordination of Frie ſte. 
'+ Matt. xv. 19. | VN OY 
$ 1 John ik. 15. a 


0 25:3 


SF that holy Gop, who judgeth of all actions 


by the ſtate of the heart: and that whoſoever 
ſhall be fo provoked by paſſion as to ſay to an- 
other, 'Raca, (thou vile fellow) or hn Fool, 


ſhall not only be in danger of - the judgment, but 


even of ell. re T. If this were well conſider- 
ed, there would not be ſo much brawling and 
quarreling as there is; people would watch a- 
gainſt the firſt riſings of anger, leſt it ſhould 
break out in the very act of murder, of which 
anger is the ſeed, O how little did many of 
thoſe poor unhappy wretches who have been 


hanged for murder, ever think their wrath and 


reſentment would end as they did! and had 
any one told them ſo, they would have been 
ready to cry out with Hazael, Am I a dop, that 
T ſhould do this thing $'?— They alſo notorioufly 
break this Commandment, who wiſh for the 


death of any relation or friend, that they may 


inherit their goods or property. . 
But there is a worſe kind of murder than 
even that of the body; I mean Soul- murder; 
whereby the better and immortal part is made 
ſubject to the bitter pains of eternal death. 
And what is the cauſe of this murder? It 18 
Sin. Every ſin committed is as it were a dag- 
ger thruſt into the ſoul. And yet who can ſay 
he is free from this murder? No one who knows 
his own ſtate by nature and practice; for by 
ſin thou haſt both murdered thine own. ſoul, 
and thy neighbour's ſoul, in (cauſing him to 
| offend. 


+ Matt. v. 22. 
2 Kings vill. 15. 


© 44 ) 
offend by thy own example. Drunkards, who 
not only get drunk themſelves, but entice o- 
thers to drink, —and all whoremongers, adul- 
terers, and unclean perſons, are peculiarly 
guilty of this murder of other people's ſouls, 
by being partners with them in their ſins. 
But there is ſtill a third fort of murder, even 
of a' more dreadful kind than the two former, 
and that is, The Murder of the Son of God —— 
This murder was alſo effected by Sin, Ves, 
thy ſins and mine, O ſinner, were thoſe nails 
which faſtened the bleſſed Ixsus to the ac- 
curſed tree of the croſs; that is, if it had not 
been for fin, the LRD of Ife and glory would 
not have been crucified. And therefore the 
apoſtle Paul, ſpeaking of thoſe who return like 
the dog to his wont, and the fow that was waſhed, 
| 40 her awallowing in the mire “, affirms of them, 
that they crucify to Ihemfelves the Son of Cod 
afreſh T. = 

Who now can ſay that he is not guilty of 
this threefold murder, if his thoughts, words 


and actions were to be weighed in the balance 


of Govp's moſt holy Law ? WT, 


 TheSevenTH Commandment ſaith, © Thou 


* ſhalt not commit Adultery,” 


By this Commandment all manner of fleſhly 
luſts are ſoi bidden, and the moſt ſtrict chaſtity 
is enjoined: for, though marriage 1s ſongurulile 

In 


® 2 Pet. li. 22. 
+ Heb. vi. 6. 


. 
in all, and the bed undefiled, yet whoremongers 
and adulterers God will judge“. But not merely 
he who defileth his neighbour's wife is brought 
in guilty by this Commandment, but every 
luſtful thought, word or glance, conſtitutes a 
peiſon an Adulterer in Gop's fight : therefore 
when our Lord himſelf explained this Com- 
mandment, he ſaid unto his hearers, /ho/oever 
looketh on a woman to Inſt after her, hath com- 
mitted adultery with her already in his heart , 
If therefore thou art free from the outward ſins 
of adultery and fornication, (that is, whore- 
dom) yet who can ſay he is free from the adul- 
tery of the heart and eye? O how many various 
ſorts of beaſtly luſts and abominations are 
brewed and foſtered in the heart, wh'ch through 
want of opportunity, fear of diſeaſe, ſhame, 
and loſs of character, are never brought into 
outward act! Out of the heart, ſays our Lon p, 
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, for ni- 
cations, &c, Beſides which, how much ſecret 
lewdneſs and laſciviouſneſs is practiſed, which 
is known only to Gop, and to the ſinner's own 
conſcience ! and this perhaps by many who in 
the world's eſteem paſs for very chaſte, modeſt 
p<ople. All ſuch as pamper their appetites, or 
wear indecent apparel, or indulge themſelves in 
filthy converſation, or in looking qver. wanton 
books, ballads, or pictures, are alſo, breakers of 
this Commandment. Upon the whole, ,what 
need have we all to cry out in the words of our 


C Litany, 


* Heb. xi. 4. 
+ Matt. v. 28. 
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Litany, “ From Fornication, and all other 
deadly ſin, good Lon p deliver us?“ 

There is allo a ſpiritual adultery frequently 
mentioned in Scripture, which conſiſts in giv- 
mg up the affections of the heart, which are due 
to God as our Covenant-huſband “, to fin, and 
to the world, Againſt this ſpiritual adultery _ 
and fornication, the prophets of old frequently 
complained, and St. James, ſpeaking expreſsly 
of thoſe whoſe hearis are alienated from the 
God that made them, and given up to the love 
and friendſhip of the world, thus addreſſes 
nem: Ze adulterers and adultereſſes, know ye not 
rhat the friendſhip of the world 1s enmity with 
God ? I hiſoever therefore will be a friend of the 
did, is the enemy of God . 

Who now can ſay, I am free from the breach 
of this Commandment? Surely every reader has 
ill need to be humbled in the duſt before Gop, 
ad to cry,“ Lok D have mercy upon us, and 
** jmcline our hearts to keep this law.“ 


The E164 TH Commandment faith, ** Thou 
{+ ſhalt not ſteal.” 


This Commandment not only forbids all 
ſtealing away our neighbour's property, but 
enjoins the ſtricteſt juſtneſs and uprightneſs in 
all our dealings : Therefore they break this 
Commandment who cozen and over-reach their 
neighbours in buying and ſelling ; or who dif- 

guiſe 


® Tidal liv. „ 
+ James iv. 4. 


OM 


wa. as, 
guiſe their wares, and ſell that for good which is 
not ſo; or who take more than an honeſt profit; 
or who do any injury to their neighbour's houſe, 
goods, or cattle; or who cheat the Miniſter of 
his dues, or the King of his cuſtoms, by ſmug- 
gling, or buying (ſmuggled goods; or who run 
in debt, or borrow money without a proſpect 
of paying it again; or who take exorbitant in- 
tereſt for money lent. All gaming alſo, and 
getting our neighbour's property by vain ſports 
and plays, is little better than ſtealing in Gop's 
ſight, —He alſo breaks this Commandment, who 
does not relieve the poor according to his abi- 
lity; or who is idle, and refuſes to work; or 
who ſpends what ought to go for the ſupport 
of his family, in ale houſes and ſuch like places, 
— Waſteful ſervants, and ſuch as give away 
what belongs to their maſter or miſtreſs with- 
out their conſent, are alſo breakers of this Com- 
mandment, as well as of the fifth. 

And as there is a ſpiritual murder and adul- 
tery, ſo alſo is there a ſpiritual robbery, which 
is, when a man robs Gop of the honour, glory 
and praiſe due unto his name; when he with- 
holds prayer from Gop; or attributes to his 
own care, foreſight and wiſdom, what he poſ- 
ſeſſes by the care and good providence of Gop, 


The NinTH Commandment faith, “ Thou 
© ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs againſt thy neigh- 
"y bour.“ . 


By this Commandment not only all falſe 
ſwearing to our neighbour's hurt in a court of 
C 2 judicature 


| 
| 
| 
| 
: 
| 
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judicature is forbidden, but all lying, ſlander- 


ing, detraction and evil ſpeaking whatever. 


And yet how does the world abound with theſe 
things! Well might the apoſtle call the tongue, 


a tile, unruly, evil member, *©hich no man can 


tame *, for Gop alone can dv it. Yea, ſo com- 
mon is the fin of lying to the prejudice of one's 
neighbour, that many ſeem to think they 
could not hve nor thrive without it. Hence it is 
that fo many hes are told at ſhops, and at mar- 
kets and fairs, in order to take advantage of 
the buyers, though by ſuch ſort of lies the 
eighth and ninth Commandments are both bro- 
ken at once, —And what is the gen:-ral conver- 
ſation when any number of people are met to- 
gether, but cenſuring, backbiting and ſpeaking 
evil of others; and this witha proud deſign of 
exalting themſelves upon their ruins. 


The TENT Commandment faith, **© Thon 
„ ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's houſe, thou 
e ſhalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his 
6+ ſervant, nor his maid, nor his ox, nor his 
© aſs, nor any thing that is his.” 

By this Commandment all unlawful defires 
after what belongs to another, are ſtrictly for- 
bidden; and even the moſt diſtant wiſh of the 
heart to obtain whatever 1s contrary to the holy 
will of Gop, is condemned. It was a convic- 
tion of this truth by the Spirit of Gop, that 
brought St. Paul to the knowledge of himſelf, 
as a ſinner againſt that Law by which he before 

expected 


„ * James iii. 5 —8. 
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expected ſalvation: for I had not known fin, ſays 


(2971 


he, [that is, I had not known the true nature of 
ſin} except the Law had ſaid, Tho ſhalt not co- 
vet . He uns alive without the law once; [he 
thought all was well with-him, becauſe he was 
free from outward offences; ] but when the com- 
mandment came, [in its extent and power] in 
1evived, [a quick ſenſe of the evil of fin took 
place] and he died, [died to all hope of being 
laved by his own righteouſneſs or obedience to 
the moral Law.] Yea, he found that very Law 
or Commandment which was ordained unto Life, 
to give eternal life if he could have kept it,] 
t be unto death, [to conſign him over to eternal 
death for having broken it.] Thus fn, taking 
occaſion by the Commandment, ſlew him, and wrought 
in him all manner of concupiſcence. In other words, 
When he compared himſelf with that ſtrait rule 
the Law, in all its extent and ſpirituality, he 
ſaw more clearly the exceeding finfulneſs of 
ſin, and had no more to ſay in his own behalf; 
but whilſt he acknowledged the Law to be holy, 
juſt and good; yet he found that through the 
weakneſs and corruption of his nature, he was 
not able to fulfil it ; and therefore we find him 
after this conviction, praying that he might be 
found in Chriſt, not having his own righteouſneſs, 
which is of the Law, but that which is through 
the faith of Chriſt, the righteouſneſs which is of 
God by faith f. —— Was this the experience 
of the apoſtie Paul? And who has the tenth 
C 3 part 


® Rom. vii. 7, and read on to the 14th verſe, 
+ Phil. iii. 9. | 


„ 

part of his ob:dience to recommend him to 
Gop? Or if you think you have more, can 
you truly ſay, I have made my heart clean, I am 
pure from my ſin T I never felt the luſtings of 
concupiſcence; that is, I never had a wiſh or 
defire in my ſon} contrary to the Law, mind 
and will of Gop ? If you cannot fay this, you 
are a tranſgreſſor of the tenth Commandment, 
and liable to that dreadful ſentence which is 
denounced againſt every ſoul of man who 
comes ſhort of that perfect unſinning obedi- 
ence, which the holineſs of Gop requires at 
your hands, 


Tus have I given you a ſhort view of the 
extent and purity of Gop's moſt holy Law. 
And ſurely you will ſee reaſon enough to quake 
and ren ble exceedingly, when you 1eflect on 
your own manifold offences againſt it; and on 
that fearful curſe which hangs over your head 
for every tranſgreſſion, whether by thought, 
word or deed, which you have been guilty of. 

You will alſo ſee how utterly 1mpothble it is 


for any man living, ſince our Fall in Adam, to 


keep this Law in all its extent and ſpirituality : 
do that every mouth muſt be ſtopped, (as to the 
plea of innocence) and all the world become 
guilty lefore God : becauſe that al (without ex- 
ception) have finned, and come ſhort of his glory, 


(in the obedience they have paid to the Law of 


Works “.) y 
ou 


+ Prev. xx. 9. 
„Rom. uu, 19, 20. 
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You will fay, Wherefore then ſerveth the 
Law + ? and why was it given? I anſwer, it 
was given, | 1 


Firſt, That the offence might abound 5; and to 
bring in the right knowledge of ſin“; that 
is, in order that man, viewing his own ſinfulneſs 
as it were in the glaſs of this Law, might ſee 
how he abounded in his offences againſt it, as alſo 
how far ſhort he fell in his obedience to it; and 
that fin might, as the apoftle expreſſes it, become 
exceeding finful, and might appear fin ||, or be 
ſeen in 1ts real hateful colours, when compared 
with that perfect and holy rule, the Law and 
will of Gop himſelf. | | 


Secondly, The Law was given 10 be our ſchiol- 
maſter to bring us unto Chriſt, that we might be 

, Juſtified by faith Il. TE | Ty 
| Thirdly, To be an eftabliſhed rule of life to all 
thoſe who are juſtified by faith in CHRIST, that 
| though they are dead to it, and it to them, as a 
Covenant of Works, they may obey its precepts 
from a principle of love and gratitude ; in neu- 


neſs of ſpirit, and not in the oldneſs of the letter FF. 


Theſe are the great ends of the Law.—Wo 


. * 
: therefore be unto all thoſe who ſet up their own 
a obedience 
7 + Gal. iii. 19, | 
Rom. v. 20. 
1 * Rom. iii. 20. 


Rom. vii. 13. 
14 Gal. it. 24. LD 
$4 Rom. vii. 7.» Gal. il. 19.— Rom. Iii. 31. 
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obedience to this Law in order to procure their 
acceptance in the ſight of God; or who take 
away from its honour and digrity, by ſuppoſing 
that CyHrisT came into the world to mitigate 
or leſſen its demands: Or who think that they 
are to obey it as well as they can, to obtain the 
favour of Gop, and that where they fall ſhort, 
CHRisT will make up what is wanting 

Now, dear Reader, let me again beg you to 
inquire what you know of Gop's Law by your 
OWN experience. * 

Have you ever by the Law been convinced 
of your own ſinfulneſs? Have you ever ſeen that 
you cannot be pardoned, accepted and juſtified 
before Gop, by your own righteouſneſs or obe- 
dience to the Law, either in whole or in part? 

Do you know that the Law 1s a mingtration of 
death and of condemnation to all that are under 
it T? and that as many as are of the works of the 
Law, (that is, who truſt to the works of the 
Law for ſalvation) are under the curſe ® ? Now 
this is not owing to any fault there is in the 
Law, for that, as we have ſeen before, is holy, 
juſt and good ; but the fault is in the corrupt 
and fallen nature of man, which never can 
obey the Law perfectly, and conſtantly kicks 
againſt its precepts. 

Have theſe conſid :crations ever diſturbed your 
conſcience? and has the ſenſe of your guilt, 


miſery and weakneſs, ever made you deſirous 
of 


+ 2 Cor. iii. 7, 9. 
Gal. iii. 10. 


t Rom. * 12. 
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of ſeeking how you may be freed ſrom the 
curſe of the Law, and from that death which is 
the due wages of ſin? — If not, it will be in 
vain for me to point out to you the way of hope 
and deliverance. You will be utterly careleſs 
about the matter; and no more anx1ous for a 
remedy, than a'man in health would be for a 
phyſician 8. But if you are really weary and 
heavy laden with the burden of fin |}, if you are 
truly bruiſed by the terrors of a broken Law *, 
and feel the juſtice of the condemnation in your 
own ſoul; then you will be glad to follow me in 
the next grand inquiry. That is, 

What know you of the Goſpel of CHRIST D 

The word Goſpel means good news; becauſe 
it brings glad tidings of great joy to guilty, 
helpleſs ſinners. — But have you indeed found 
it to be good news and glad tidings to your own 
heart? Did you ever in all your lite know what 
it was to rejoice in Jesus CHRIST, who alone 
it is that h brought life and immortality to light 
through the goſpel ; O what amazing grace and 
love! that he why was over all God bleſſed for 
of TT, equal with the Father in every divine 


pe ection and attribute, ſhould yet take upon 
um the human nature, vouchſafe to be born of 
a Woman, and made unter the Law, to redeem 
them 

Mark ii. 17. 

Fu Matt. xi. 28. 

* Luke iv. 18. 


+ 2 Tim. 1. 10. 
tf Rom. ix. 5. 
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them that were under the Law, that we might re- 
cerve the adoption of ſons ® ! How great were 
the pains and agonies which he underwent, 
when he poured out his ſoul unto death, and 
gave up the ghoſt on Mount Calvary! Then it 
was that he paid the mighty debt which was 
due to Law and Juſtice. Then he made his ſoul 
a ſacrifice [or an offering] for fin, and gave his 
life a ranſom for many T. Then he ſtood as the 
ſurety of ſinners, and ſuffered, the juſt for the 
unjuft, that he might bring us to God $. Then 
were laid on im the iniquities of all his people, 
then the chaſtiſement of their peace was upon him ; 
and by hus ſtripes they were healed |. 

Art thou then a poor, guilty convinced ſin- 
ner, afraid of the curſe of the Law ?—Remem- 
ber that Chrift hath redeemed us from the curſe of 
the Law, being made a curſe for us: for it 1s 
written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on. a 
tree FF. Now CHR1sT hung on the tree of the 
croſs, and there ſuffered the whole curſe of the 
Law. He is therefore the end of the Law for 
righteouſneſs to every one that believeth ||| — Are 
thy fins very great, very many, againft light, 
againſt conſcience? Hiſt thou been guilty of 
groſs, aggravated and repeated backſlidings 


ſince thy converſion? And doſt thou ſay * 
in 


n. . 
+ Matt. xx. 28. 
$ 1 Pet. iii. 18. 
| Ifaiah li. 5. 

$F Gal. iii. 13, 

I Rom. x. 4. 
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fin hath utterly ruined thy foul? Be it fo; but 
Cunts r hath utterly ruined that which hath. 
ruined thee; for he hath made a full end of fin “; 
yea, he hath quite put it away by the ſacrffice of 
him/elf T. And though Gop is juſtly provoked 
by thy fins and iniquities, yet Js us, our great 
high prieſt, hath made reconciliation for all 
manner of fin , and has brought in an everlaſting 
righteouſneſs ||, which is unto all, and upon all 
them that believe; for there is no difference, [in 
point of acceptance with Gop] ſeeing that all 
have finned and come ſbort of huts glory © being 
juſtified freely by his grace, through the redemption 
that is in Jeſus Chriſt **. | 
Neither the Law nor the Goſpel aſk whether 
thou haſt ſinned ſo and ſo? But if thou haſt 
ſinned at all, the Law finds thee guilty, and 
then thou art under the curſe, And the Goſpel 
tells thee, that !hough thy fins be red as ſcarlet, 
and many as the ſands cf the fea, yet if Gop 
has given thee an heart and a defire to come 
unto Jesus CHRIST, his Blood cleanſeth from 
all fin T. Before the Law, here is none riglue- 
ous, no not one F&.— Before the Goſpel, every cry 
of guilt and unbelief is filenced, and falls to 
the ground. The language of the Law is, The 
man 


Dan. ix. 24. 
+ Heb. ix. 26. 
$ Matt. xi. 31. 
Dan. ix. 24. 
% Rom. iii. 22— 24. 
++ 1 John 1. 7. 
$ Rom. iii. 10. 
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man that doeth thoſe things ſpall live by them |, 


The language of the Goſpel is, Believe in 


the Lord Jesus CaurisT, and thou ſbalt be 


Javed F. 


But ſtill thou art afraid of death: and fin 


may juſtly make thee fo, for the wages of fon is 


death . But haſt thou put thy cauſe into 


CHarisT's hand? Then remember, that he hath 


abolifked death +, and it cannot hurt a teliever 
at all; becauſe fin, which 1s the ſting of death, 
is taken out of the way; and death itſelf is 


ſwallowed up in the victory which CukrismT 


himſelf hath obtained over it; for he, through 
his own death on the croſs, hath deſtroyed him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil; that 


he might deliver them, who through fear of death 


were all their life lime ſubjeft to bondage ** , in- 


ſomuch that every particular believer in | 


CHrrismT, even the pooreſt weakeſt creature, 
that doubts whether he has. any faith at all, 
may take up the words of St. Paul, and ſay, O 
death, where is thy ſling ? O grave, where 1s thy 
viftory ? The fling of death is fin, and the ftrength 
of fin 1s the Law; but thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
CHRisT FF. In like manner the prophet Ho- 
ſea, ſpeaking in the name of CuRIST, thus 

triumphs; 


Rom. x. 5. 

Adds xvi. 31. 
Rom. vi. 23. 

+ 2 Tim. 1. 10. 

% Heb. ii. 14, 15. 
551 Cor. xv. 55-5 
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the ſacrifice of himſelf. 
quered and aboliſned.— The World, he hath 


| ® Hoſea xiii. I4. 


EF 
triumphs; I will ranſom them from the power of 
the grave : I will redeem them from death: O 
death, I will be thy plagues; O grave, I will be 
thy deſtruction. Repentance ſhall be hid from mine 
eyes *; that is, I will in no wiſe, and upon no 
account, alter the thing that is gone out of my 


1:ps. 


Thus, by the Goſpel, every bar is removed 
that ſtood between an offended Gop, and his 
finful creatures; and all is compleated by our 
glorious IMM AN UEL.--- The righteouſneſs of the 
Law he hath fulfilled by his life. The curſe of 
the Law he hath taken away by his death.-.- 
The hand-writing, is blotted out and nailed to 
the croſs 4, the enemy is ſlain 5. — Sin, he 
hath made a full end of, having put it away by 
Death, he hath con- 


overcome ||, — All the powers of hell and the 
grave, he hath triumphed over, and by his re- 
ſurrection hath made a ſhew of them openly FF. 
WC ho:'now ſhall lay any thing to. the charge of God's 
elet? It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that 


condemnet i]? And if the apoſtle may be al- 


lowed to anſwer his own queſtion, he tells us, 
that nere is no condemnation [that is, none from 
„ any 


+ Col. ii. 14. 

$ Eph. ii. 15, 16. 
John xvi. 33. 

$ Col. ii. 15. 

Ii Rom. viii. 335 34. 
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any quarter] % them that are in Chriſt Jeſus *; 
by whom all that believe are juſtiſiad from all 
things, from which they could not be juſtified by 
the Law of Moſes f. — Firft, They are freely 
ſaved from all evil, — Secondly, They are freely 
ennched with all fpiritual bleſſings. 


Firſt then, They have in Cuxis er Jesus a 
ſalvation from all evil, viz. 

Salvation from the curſe of the Law. 

hour og from the guilt and ' puniſhment of 

In. 
Salvation from the reign or dominion of ſin, 
Salvation from the ſting of death. 

Salvation from the love of the world. 

Salvation from the power of Satan, hell and 
the grave. 


In ſhort, the Goſpel of Cur1smT is a Salva- 
tion from the hands of all our enemies, that 
we might ſerve hum without ſear, in holineſs and 
rightteouſueſs all the days of our lives F. 

And as the Goſpel brings Salvation from 
every curſe, ſo it ꝓuis the believer' in poſſeſſion 
of every bleſſing, viz. EV | 

Real union with CuRIST |. 

Free pardon of all fin, and juftification of 

his perſon as righteeus before Gop FF. | 
A ſenſe 


* Nom. viii. 1, 

+ AQs xiii. 39. 

Luke i. 74,75. 

John xvi. 21, 22, 23. 

44 Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. 2 Cor. v. 21. 


10n 


enſe 


fulneſs and prayer, indwelling corruption, and too oſten 


3 | 
A ſenſe of forgiveneſs, and reconciliation: } 
the conſcience ; the ſoul being filled wil 
joy and peace in belie ving, and aboundin 
hope through the power of the Holy GH F 
Adoption into the family of Gop; the pi 
of adoption in the heart, crying, Abba, N 
ther F. 
N wheh caſteth out all tormentinſ 
fear ||. 
Fellowſhip and communion with the Fathe 
and the Son, through the indwelling aj 
the ſpirit FF. | | 
Acceſs with boldneſs, confidence, and ful 
aſſurance of faith, to the throne off 
grace . 
Sanctification through the ſpirit unto obedi 
ence, the conſcience being ſprinkled wirlif 
the bl-od of Jesus CarisT, and purge 
from dead works to ſerve the living Goal 
with fr:xdom and liberty FF. ; 


D 2 Perſeverance 


+ Rom. v. 1. chap. xv. 13. 1 Pet. i. 8. 

Rom. viii. 15,16. f 

John iv. 18. Though this is the certain frivilege of 
every believer, yet it is by no means the portion of all 
Remaining unbelief, ſeli-righteou'nels, neglect ol watch 
the prevalence of outward fin, all tend to hide the glory g 
Cnuxr1sT from the eye of faith, and cauſe the foul to walk 
heavily. under ſpiritual deſertions, and the khidings of Go p 
countenance. 

$F 1 John i. 3. Phil. ii. 1. 

N Eph. iii. 12. Heb. xx. 22. 

++ 1 Pet. i. 3. Heb. ix. 14. 


. _ 
Perfeverance in grace and holineſs unto the 
end; the ſoul being kept by the power of 
| Gop through faith unto ſalvation F. 
In a word, Compleatneſs in Cyr1isT F. 


O what a glorious diſpenſation is this new 
ovenant! How full of grace! How big with 
ercy |! How overflowing vith great and pre- 
ous promiſes, to enliven our hopes, increaſe 
r zeal, and quicken our feet in the paths of 
eace and godlineſs! It is in conſequence of 
ns marvellous work of Redempticn, that 
Jop can now again dwell with man, after all 
low ſhip and communicn with him had been 
oſt by the Fall of Adam. Sin, the cauſe of 
Il the enmity between Gop and man, be- 
rig atoned for, and taken out of the way by 
he one offering of the body of Chriſt once for all |, 
deace is again reſtored; and that peace eſtab- 
ſhed upon a ſure foundation, upon better 
promiſes, and a better Covenant than the 
ovenant of Works If. Gop now ſends his 
Spirit into the hearts of dead ſinners, to 
Convince them that they are by nature 
hildren of wrath, and under condemnation 
by the Law; and to point out to them their 
remedy by the Goſpel of his Son. The 
ſame Spirit regenerates and ſanct'fies their 
hearts; making them partakers of a divine 


nature ; 
+ 1 Pet. 1. 5. 
Col. ii. 10. 
Heb. x. 10. * 


u Heb. viii. 6. 
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nature ; enabling them 7 put off the old 
man, which is corrupt according to the deceit- 
ful lufts; and to put on the new man, which 
after God is created in rightemſneſs and true 
holineſs $.— Our firſt birth being a birth in 
ſin and corruption, after the image of the 
fiſt Adam, there mult of neceſſity be a new 
birth, 2 new creation of the ſoul after the 
image of the ſecond Adam, Jr:sus CurisT, 
before we can enter into the kingdom of 
heaven: and therefore our Lox D himſelf aſ- 
lures us, that except a man be born again, (or 
born from above) he cannot ſee the kingdom 
of God: for that which is born of the fleſh 1s 
fleſh, and that which is born of the ſpirit is 
ſpirit ||. No holy tempers, no good works, 
(chat is, none that are pleaſing and accept- 
able to Gop) will ever be produced, till this 
change takes place through a living faith in 
the Redeemer : for we are created in Chrift 
Jeſus unto good works ; and none but thoſe 
who have firſt believed in him, can or will be 
careful to maintain them . 


| D 3 But 
+ 2 Pet. i. 4. 
$ Eph. iv. 24. 
John iii. 3,6. 1 Pet. i. 23. 
Il Eph. ii. 10. 


++ Tit. iii. 8. The ſame doctrine is taught by our Church 
in her Thirteenth Article of Religion, intitled, Of Works 

vefore 8 | | 
& Works done before the grace of CHRIS, and the 
&« inſpiration of his Spirit, are not pleaſant to Go p, foraſ- 
„ much as they ſpring not of faith in Jes us CHRIST; 
neither do they make men meet to receive grace, or (as 
the. 
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Put let us bring theſe things to cloſe ap- 
plication. | | 

Has Gor made thee acquainted with thoſe 
bleflings of which thou haſt been reading? 
Dott thou know by thy own experience that 
the Goſpel of CHrisT is truly the power of 
God unto ſalvation T? Art thou really born 
again of the Spirit, and created anew in 
CHrisT jesus? Haſt thou indeed taken him 
ia all his offices, as a Prophet to teach thee, 
a Prieſt to atone for thee, a King to rule 
over thee and in thee? If this be not thy 
caſe, thou art wretched indeed! for thongh 
thou ſhouldſt poſſeſs ten thoutand outward 
comforts, this is enough to embiiter them 


all, that thou art under the curſe of Gop, 


and that thou muſt ſoon, very ſoon die, and 
reap the wages of ſin.— But if thou art in- 
tereſted in ChRIs TC, then thou art happy 
indeed. Come what will, ſickneſs, trials, po- 
verty, all is (ent in love, and in the end 


thou wilt know it to be ſo. Endeavour then 


to keep thy faith in exerciſe, and thou ſhalt 
tind that all thy croſſes ſhall be ſweetened to 
thee; for all things work together for good tn 
thoje who love God, to thoſe who are the called 


after his purpoſe F. If therefore thou art 5 
the 


« (as the ſchool authors ſay) deſerve grace of congruity; 
« yea rather, tor that they are not done as Gop hath 
* willed and commanded them to be done, we doubt not 
but they, have the nature of fin,” See Article XIII. 


| Rom. i. 16. 
& Rom. vil. 28. 
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the number of thoſe happy few, for few they 
are, who are really turned from darkneſs unto 
light, and from the power of Satan unto Gop : 
and if thou art ffriving, in the ſtrength of 
Jesus, to enter in at the ſtrait gate , then 
remember it is written, that all who Will live 
godly in CaurisT Juxsus, Vall ſuffer perſecntiony ; 
and that you cannot live in friendſhip with 
a world which lheth in wickedneſs , for the 
Friendſhip of the world is enmity with God; and 
if any man love the world, the love of the Father 
75 not in him *. None but thoſe who take up 
the croſs here, ſhall ever put on the crown of 
grace in glory. If ye were of the world, ſaith 
our bleſſed Lond, the world would love its n; 
but becauſe ye are not of the world, but I have 
choſen you out of the world, therefore the world 
hateth you +. Be not therefore conformed to his 


World, but let your own conduct continually bear 


Witneſs of the world, that the deeds thereof are 
evil, and be ye transformed in the renewing of 
your mind |||; neither allured by the ſmiles, nor 
terrified by the ſcoffs and revilings of the un- 
godly and profane; and never returning railing 
for railing, but contrariuiſe bleffing IF. 


Secondly, 


+ Matt. vii. 13, 14. Adds xxvi. 18. 
$ 2 Tim. iii. 12. 
I John v. 19. 
james iv. 4. 1 Jehn ii. 15. 
+# John xv. 19. 
81 Rom. Xii. 2. 
& 1 Pet. in. 9. 
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Secondly, Remember that yon are not your 
own, but that you are bought 21th a price ; that 
you ſhould preſent your whole ſelf, foul, body 
and ſpirit, to be an holy and living ſacrifice unto 
God, which is your reaſonable ſervice *. The 
eyes of many will be upon you to watch for 
your halting. See then that you give no occa- 
ſion to the enemies of the Lok p to ſpeakevil of 
the way of truth; but endeavour, through the 


God aur Saviour in all things, by an unblameable 
life and converſation, And be ready at all 
times to give a reaſon of the hope that is in you; 
but let it be with lowlineſs, meekne/s and fear F. 

Nothing is a greater evidence that the Goſpel of 
CHRI1sT has taken deep root in the heart, than 
genuine, unaffected humility of behaviour: 
and nothing is more unbecoming a diſciple of 
the meek and lowly Jesus, than pertneſs, for- 
wardneſs and ſelf-ſufficiency: for God refiterh 
the proud, and giveth grace unto the humble F. 


Thirdly, Remember that though the Law is 
utterly aboliſned, abrogated, dead, buried and 
done away, as a Covenant of works, by which 
you are to expect valvaiion; and that in this 
ſenſe all believers are entirely divorced from it, 
and 1t has no more power over them, than a 
dead huſband has over his wife that is married 


again 5 


® | Cor. vi. 20. 
+ 1 Pet. iii. 15, 
James iv. 6, 1 Pet. v. 5. 
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in ||; yet it ſtill remains in full force as a 
of life, to all that are united to Jesus 
RIST by that Faith which is of the operation 


Cod“. Be particularly careful therefore 
the due diſcharge of every relative duty. 
Are you a parent, a maſter or miſtreſs? 
Jour authority be tempered with love and 
dneſs: ſee that your example before your 
dre n and ſervants be fuch as becometh the 
ſpell in all things. Remember their ſouls are 
manner committed to your charge. It is 
re fore incumbent upon you to inſtruct them 
the great truths of religion; and not only to 
| them together to worſhip Gop in the fa- 
y, but to carry the ſpirit of your prayers 
o all your behaviour, words and actions: 
thout this, all your profeſſions of religion 
I only tend to harden them, and let them ; 
ainſt it. 
Are you a child or a ſervant ? ſee that you 
ey your parents, or maſter or miſtreſs, in all 
ngs in the LoR D: never giving ſurly, | im- 
rtment anſwers, but doing your duty with 
| meek neſs, diligence, and good fidelity, in 
e ſtation wherein it has plealed Gop to place 
u. 
Are you an huſband or wife? ſee that you 
ond all thoſe unhappy jarrings and diſcords 
hich are a (candal even among the careleſs and 
ofane, To this end, watch Pagainſt the firſt 


lings of contenticn, for the beginning of Aae 
ays 


Rom. vii. 1-4. 
* Col. ii. 12. 
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ſays Solomon, 1s as when one letteth out wat 
that ſo ye may be helpmeets for each ot 
and heirs together of the grace of life, that 
Prayers be not hindered F. | 

Are you a poor day-labourer ? fee that 
contentedly earn your bread by the ſwez 
your brow; diligently providing the neceſſ 
of life for your wife and children ; and be 
like too many who fit idling and drinking at 
ale-houſe, whilſt their diſtreſſed families 
crying for a morſe} of bread at home. Ren 
ber, for your comfort, that ſanctified pove 
is far preferable to rich ungodlineſs ; and t 
whatever you may want of the things of t 
life, you are much better off than your Lo 
and Maſter was, who, whilſt he was upon ear 
not only ſuffered the miſeries of hunger a 
thirſt, but had not a place wherein to lay 
head ®. | 

Are you in trade or buſineſs ? ſee that 
are ſtrictly juſt, he neſt and conſcientious in 
your dealings. O what ſad reproach is broug 
upon religion, when thoſe who make high p 
feſſions cf being under its influence, are me 


over-reaching, and more difficult to deal wif. 


than ſuch as make no profeſſions of that kin 
How dreadful is it to hear it affirmed by a 
perſons of credit and veracity, that they ca 
not go to ſuch or ſuch a vrofetlor's ſhop wit 
out paying dearer for their wares, or porn 

AVI 


* Prov. xvii. 14. 
$ 1 Pet. iii. 3. 
Matt. vii. 20. 
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or that another has two prices for the ſame 


goods, and often aſks more than he intends to 


take! Yet how many complaints of this ſort do 
we hear? What need then have all who are en- 
gaged in trade or buſineſs to watch againſt a 
carking, worldly, covetous heart, than which 
nothing can be more contrary to the ſpirit and 
temper of real Chriſtianity ? 


Thus, if you are a true behever in CHRIST, 
ought you to ſtudy o walk worthy your high 


. vocation; ſeeing it is the very property of liv- 


ing faith to purify the heart F, to work by love 8, 
and to overcome the world *; whilſt a careleſs 
walk, a neglect of the means of grace i, or 
the allowed indulgence of any one known fin, 

will 


+ Acts xv. 19. 

$ Gal. v. 6. 

1 John v. 4. 

By the means of grace are to be underſtood, prayer 
public and private; reading Gop's word, and hearing it 
preached ; frequenting the Table of the Lo RD: holy con- 
verſe with experienced Chriſtians, and doing all good works 
in our power to the ſouls and bodies of our neighbours: for 
though we do not preſume to ſay that there is any merit in 
theſe things to recommend us to the divine fayour, yet it is 
ordinarily in the ſincere uſe of them that it pleaſes Gop to 


communicate himſelf to his people; and they who are ha- 


bitually found in the practice of them, do thereby give an 
hopeſul evidence that they are truly the children of Gop. 
Whereas there cannot be a greater proof that a perſon is 
deſtitute of true grace, than his living in the-daily allowed 
neglect of theſe means. 1 


a. 


having worſe of the ſort than at other places 


- wa} cot: 
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will not only bring a ſcandal upon your pro- 

feſſion, but will certainly rob the ſoul of all 

fellowſhip with the Father and with the Son. 
Therefore be /ober, be vigilant 5. 


Now unto him that is able to keep you from fall- 
ing, and 10 preſent you faultleſs before the 
| preſence of his gloty with exceeding joy? To 
the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and 


majeſty, dominion and pywer, both now and 
ever. . Amen®.. * 


& pet. v. 8. 
* Jude 24, 25. 1 
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